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      BY-- LAWS 

  RUTH LAKE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

Article  1 : Establishment  

Section 1   Established under the Minnesota Statute 103B.501 by the Crow Wing 
County Board of County Commissioners' 

Article  2 : Name of District 

The name of this organization is: Ruth Lake Improvement District .  

Article  3 : Definition of the Ruth Lake Improvement District 

The Ruth Lake Improvement District is a nonprofit organization subject to applicable county, 
state and federal laws. 
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/Article 4: Purpose 

To p re serve a nd Prot ect  Rut h La ke  and t o i nc rease a nd e nha nc e t he use  a nd 
enjoyment of Ruth Lake, it is in the public interest that a lake improvement 
program is established to: preserve the natural  character of Ruth Lake and the 
shore land envi ronme nt w he re  fea si ble  a nd p rac tical ,  t o  improv e t he  quali t y  
in  Rut h  La ke;  provide for reasonable assurance of water quality in Ruth Lake, 
where feasible and practicable; and to assure protection of Ruth Lake from the 
detrimental effects of human activit ies and certain natural processes. The 
Following water-related land and resource management p rograms and 
services may be undertaken by the Ruth Lake Improvement District . 

 
a.  D ev el op a nd i mpl e me nt  a  c omp re he nsi ve  p la n  t o i mp rove 

w at e r quali t y . 
b.  A pply for private or public grants and/or enter contracts with federal 

or state agencies for the study and treatment of pollution problems 
and related demonstration programs. 

c . Enter into contracts with private contractors for the study and 
treatment of pollution problems and related demonstration 
programs. 

d.  Undertake research to determine the condition and development of the 
bodies of water included within the Lake Improvement District and to 
transmit the studies to the Land and Resource Management Department, 
the Department of Natural  Resources, the Minnesota Pollution Control  
Agency and other interested authorit ies. 

e.  Make cooperative agreements with the United States or state governments 
or other county or city/Emily, MN to effect  water and related land 
resource programs. 

f .  Co nd uc t  p ro gra m s  o f  w a t e r  i m p rov e me nt  a nd  c o nse rv a t i on .  
g.  I mp l e m e nt  w a t e r  q ua l i t y  m o ni t or i n g  s ys t e ms .  
h.  Se rv e  a s  t he  l oc al  sp onsor  for  s t a t e  a nd fe de ra l  p ro j e c t  gra nt s .  
i .  Provide input to the Soil and Water Conservation District regarding 

surface water use and applications as deemed necessary and 
reasonable. 

j .  Conduct plans, studies, developments and implementations as 
allowed or permitted by law and approved by the County Board 
from time to time. 

k.  Coordinate with the proper governmental  agencies for the planning 
and installation of private or community sewage and/or water supply 
systems and any and all other programs and services as provided for by 
law. 
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Article 5: Membership 

Section 1 Membership Qualification 

Owners of properties within the District  boundaries are members. 

a. "District  Boundaries" Per Minnesota Administrative Rules, 6115.0920 Definitions: 
The territorial boundaries of a lake improvement district: All lands and water 
within the direct  draina ge  ba sin , as  de fine d he rein , shal l  be i ncluded withi n 
the dist rict  boundaries, except those exclusions for which written approval  is 
obtained from the commissioner.   

b.  Crow Wing County,  LID  POLICY #9  
Riparian properties  per taxable  parcel ident ifi catio n are e lig ib le  to  s ig n the pet it io n 
and vote  on  LID  matters .  Riparia n contig uous  lots  in  commo n ownership  shall  be  
a llowed 1  vote  if  the  lots  are  un- improved. All  improved riparian cont iguous  lots  in  
common ow nership  shall  be  a llowed 1  vote  for  each  improved l ot. For  the purpose o f  
th is  policy , an  improved lot shall  be  defined  as having a  structure that meet s  the 
requireme nts  o f a  dwe lling  per the zo ning ordina nce .  
 
Common intere st  communities, PUD,s and resorts only  re ceive one vote.  

Section 2 Voting Rights 

Each Member is enti tled to one vote at  the annual  Ruth Lake Improvement District  
meeting or any special Ruth Lake Improvement District  meetings. 

Section 3 Votes 
Votes at all Membership meetings shall be cast in person. 

 Section 4 Transfer of Membership 

When a parcel  of land is sold, Membership shall  transfer from the old owners to the 
new owners. When a parcel of land is sold on contract for deed, Membership shall 
transfer from the contract seller to the contract  purchaser. When a  parcel  of land is 
leased, Membership shall  not transfer from the landlord to the tenant. 

Article 6: Funding 

Section 1 Initial Funding 

The initial (first) year, funding of the Ruth Lake Improvement District shall be raised 
by the Ruth Lake Improvement Association, and any personal donations received. 
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Section 2 Su bse que nt  Fu ndi ng  a n d Sp e c i a l  Pro j e c t s .  

a.  Ruth Lake Improvement District  activities may be funded by the levying 
of an ad valued tax solely on  propert y wit hin t he District .  No  
establ ishment  or  increase in the ad valued property tax will  be allowed if 
i t  affects the county levy subject  to  state-impose d levy l imits.  

b.  Rut h La ke  Imp rov e me nt  D i st r ic t  a c ti vi t i e s  ma y al so  be funde d by  
asse ssme nt o f cost s of p roj ect s upon t he benefi t ed p rop ert y wit hin  
the  Di st rict  i n t he ma nne r p rovi de d unde r Minnesota St atu te s  
Cha pte r  429 .  

c.  R u t h  L a k e  I m p r o v e m e n t  D i s t r i c t  a c t i v i t i e s  m a y  a l s o  b e  f u n d e d  
b y  i mp o s i t i o n  o f  se rv i c e  c ha r ge s  on  us e r s  o f  t h e  R ut h  La k e  
Im p r ov e me nt  Di st rict  service s wit hi n t he  Dis trict , per  Mi nne sota  
Stat ute  428A .05  

Article 7: Board of Directors 

Se c t i o n  I .       In i t i a l  Boa r d o f  D i re c t o rs  

The Board of Directors of the Ruth Lake Improvement District shal l consist of 
six to ni ne me mbers.  The Boa rd o f Di rect ors must  ow n prope rt y wit hi n t he  
Rut h La ke Imp rove me nt Dis tr ict , a nd a  maj orit y  o f the Di re ct ors must be  
re si de nt s of  t he Dis tr ict . The  i nit ia l  Di re ct ors shal l  be  a pp oi nte d t o te rms o f  
one , tw o and t hree ye a rs .  (The  Count y Commi ssi oners  ma y ap p oi nt  t he 
i n it i a l  Boa rd o f  Di re ct ors . )  

Section 2 Terms. 

Pre si de nt  a nd Vi ce  Pre si de nt  sha l l  se rv e  for  t w o (2 )  ye a rs .  A ll  o t he r  o f fic e rs 
shal l  serve  for  t hre e (3 )  ye ars .  The re sha l l  be  one  (1 )  ne w boa rd me mbe r 
e le ct e d  for  a  t hre e  ye ar  te rm a t  ea c h re gula r  a nnual  me e ti ng subje ct  t o  t he 
byl aw s  of  t he  dis t ric t .  *  Se e Ta ble  A  

Section 3                Nominating Committee 

The  Nominati ng Committ ee shal l  c onsist  of  two retiri ng Directors,  and one  
person from the District , who will  be selected at  the Annual District Meeting. Their 
slate of nominees  shal l  be  submit te d t o  the Board one  mont h pri or  t o the A nnual  
Distric t  Meeting. 

Section 4            Election of Directors 

Nomi nees shal l  be elected  by majority v ote of  the  Me mbe rs prese nt at  the 
Annual  Me e t i ng o f  t he  Rut h  La ke  Imp rov e me nt  D i s t r i c t .  Prop e r t y  ow ne rs  not  
p re se nt  a t  t he  A n nua l  Me e t i n g  ma y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t he  
D i s t r i c t  Boa rd  b y  absentee ballot.  
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Elections shall be by secret ballot.  Nominees must submit a letter of 
acceptance or be p re se nt at  t he  a nnua l  me et i ng t o  a cc ep t  t he  nomi na ti on. 
 
Section 5 Vacancies 

Vacancies in the Board of Directors may be fi l led by a  majority vote of the 
remaining Directors,  subject  to  app roval  by a  majority  o f  votes  o f t he  propert y  
owners present  at  t he  ne xt  A nnua l  D i s t r i ct  Me e t i ng,  a s  out l i ne d i n  A rt i cl e  7 ,  
Se c t i on  2 .  A  D i re ct or  elected t o fi l l  a  vaca ncy shal l  se rve  the  unexpired te rm.  

Section 6     Removal of Directors 
Directors may be removed by a two-thirds vote of the remaining Board members, 
or by a maj orit y  o f  t he  prope r t y  ow ners  pre se nt  at  a n  a nnual  mee ti ng. 

Article 8: B oa r d  of  D ir e c t or s  O f f ic e r s :  

Section 1 Officers 
All  officers of the Ruth Lake Improvement District  shall  be Directors.   

Section 2 Officer Positions 

The officers shal l  consist  of: Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer. These 
officers are the Executive Committee. The  Executive Committee may meet  
from ti me to  t ime w it hout  noti ce  t o  o the r Boa rd members for  pla nni ng 
purp ose s a nd t o  fa ci l i tat e t he  activities of the Board. 

Section 3 Election of Officers 

Officers will  be elected by the Board of  Directors from among their number at  
the first  board meeting following an annual  meeting at  which new Directors are 
elected. Election wil l  be by sec ret  bal lot  i f  more  tha n one  person is nominate d 
for  any office .  

Section 4 Duties of Officers. 

a. The Chair shall preside over all the District Board meetings and the Ruth 
Lake Improve me nt  Di stric t  Annual  Me eti ng.  

b. The Vice Chair shall preside in the absence of the Chair and perform 
duties normall y a ssociate d  wit h  thi s  o ffice .  

c. The Secretary shall keep accurate records of all meeting of the Board of 
Directors, regularly submit minutes to the Board of Directors, and perform 
all other duties normall y  assoc iate d w ith  t hi s of fice .  

d. The Treasurer shall present a financial state at each meeting and shall 
perform all othe r duties normally associated with t his offi ce. 



Article 9: Directors Meetings. 

Section 1           Meetings 
Directors are to hold at least four quarterly meetings annually, in addition to the 
Annual Meeting of  the Me mbership,  as shal l  be sche duled by the  Chair, or in  the 
Chair's absence, by a majority of the remaining members of the Executive Committee. 
Special meetings may be called by the Chair, or Vice Chair as directed by the Chair, or 
by three members of the Board of Directors, as may be from time to t ime required 
to carry out the activities of the Board. 
 
Section 2 Notice of Meetings 
There shall be at least  ten days prior notice given in writing or by mail to each 
Director for a ny re gularl y  sc he dule d me eti ng.  In  t he  case  o f spe cial  me eti ngs , 
writte n  or electronic notice shall be given to Directors not less than three days 
previously. In either case, any Director may waive such notice by written or electronic 
notice to the Secretary. 

Section 3                Quorum 

A majority of the Board of Directors duly serving shall constitute the necessary 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

 
A r t ic le  10 :  C ommit tee s . 

Section 1 Appointment and records 
The Chair with the approval of a majority of the members of the Board of Directors  
at any regular or special meeting may create and appoint such additional  
committees as deemed necessary. The Chair of each such committee, upon its 
organization, shall be designated by the appointing authority and each such 
committee or committee Chair shall  report  to the Board of Directors their 
committee's progress. 

Section 2 Funds 
Should any committee require funds for purposes of its work, the committee shall 
make application to  t he Boa rd of  Direct ors  in  writ i ng wit h a  ful l  statement  of  t he 
funds  required and the purpose for which such funds are to be expanded. Upon 
request  of the Board of Directors, the committee shall meet with the Board at  any 
regular or special meeting thereafter to review the request and secure approval of the 
same. No committee shall expand any funds without the approval of the Board of 
Directors of The Ruth Lake Improvement District . All  funds secured by any formed 
committee shal l be turned over to the Board of  Directors . All  disburse ment  of 
funds , for any Committee shal l  be dispersed by the Treasurer of The Ruth Lake 
Improvement District  only after such approval is given by the Board of Directors.
 Page 6 
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Article 11: Annual Meeting of District. 

Section 1 Time 

The Annual District Meeting shall be held on the Third Saturday of August of each 
year, unless changed by vote at  the previous annual  meeting.  

Section 2 Notice 

The annual meeting shall be preceded by a minimum of two weeks' published notice 
in Nort hland Pre ss and Brainerd Dispatc h , and by writt e n notic e mailed at  least  
ten da ys i n advanc e of t he meeting to the county board or joint county board or 
joint county authority, town boards and statutory and home rule charter cities 
wholly or partially within the District , the Minnesota Pollution Control  Agency, 
and Commissioner of Natural  Resources; and if  there is a proposed project by the 
District having a cost in excess of $5,000.00, thirty days written notice will be given 
to all property owners within the assessment district .  

Section 3 Agenda 
At the annual  meeting the District  property owners present shall : 

a .  El e c t  one  or  more  Me m be rs  t o  f i l l  v a ca nc i e s  i n  t he  Boa rd o f  D i re c t ors ;  
b .  A p p r o v e  a  b u d g e t  f o r  t he  f i sc a l  y e a r ;  
c .  Approve or disapprove proposed projects by the District having a cost to 

the District in excess of $5,000.00; 
d .  T a k e  up  a n d  c o n s i d e r  o t he r  b us i n e ss  t ha t  c o me s  be f or e  t he m ;  
e .  A p p r ov e  t a x e s  o r  a ss e s s me nt s  t o  sa t i s f y  b ud g e t  r e q ui re me nt s .  

Section 4 Annual Report 
Eac h yea r  t he Boa rd o f Direct ors  shal l  p re pa re  a nd fi le  a  rep ort  o f  t he fi na nci al  
condition of the District, the status of the projects in the District, the business 
transacted by the District , ot her matters affecting t he inte rest  of  the District ,  and 
discussion of t he  Direct or&  inte ntions  for t he  succee ding yea rs.  Copie s of  the  
repor t  shal l  be t ra nsmi t t e d  t o  t he  c ount y boa rd or  j o i nt  c ount y  a ut hor i t y ,  t ow n 
boa rd a n d c i t y  councils of the statutory and home rule charter ci t ies wholly or 
partial ly within the District, the Commissioner of Natural Resources, and the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency by four months after the annual  meeting. 

Article  12:   Fiscal Year.  

The District fiscal year shall be a calendar year starting January 1 and ending 
December 31. 



 

 

Article 13:      Expenditure of District Funds. 
Section 1          Approval . 
All  projects and expenditures must be submitted to the Board of Directors. 
All  Expenditures must be approved by a majority vote of the Membership at the 
District annual  me eting,  or a  special  meeti ng of t he  Distri ct  
Section 2 Projects in excess of $5 ,000.00. 
All  projects in excess of $5 ,000.00 must first  be approved by the Board of Directors 
and a  majority vote of the Membership at  the District 's  annual  meeting, or a special  
meeting of the District . 
Section 3 Audit . 

There shall be an annual  independent audit  of financial  records, submitted to the 
Chair prior to the Annual  District  Meeting. 

Article 14: Amendment of By Laws. 

These By-Laws may be amended at any annual or special meeting for which due notice 
ha s been given a nd when such a mendment  ha s been a pproved by the majori ty  of the 
Board and approved by majority vote of the Members a t any annual or special meeting.  

Article 15: Rules of Order. 

The rules contained in the current edition of Roberts' Rules of Order (Revised) shall 
govern the convention in all cases to which they are applicable and which are not 
governed by the By-Laws of the District .  

Table A (Directors Reelection Schedule) 

OFFICE REELECTION 
REQUIRED 

President After 2 years 

Vice President After 2 years 

Secretary After 3 years 

Treasure After 3 Years 

Director 1 After 3 Years 

Director 2 After 3 Years 

Director 3 After 3 Year 

Director 4 After 3 Year 
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