
Crow Wing County (CWC) Ditch 
#13 Public Information Meeting



Introductions

Tim Bray – Crow Wing County Engineer

Crow Wing County Commissioners
Paul Koering – District 1
Paul Thiede – District 2
Rosemary Franzen – District 4

Tim Houle – Crow Wing County Administrator

Debby Erickson – Crow Wing County Auditor Treasurer

Kurt Deter – Attorney, Rinke Noonan



Meeting Purpose

 Information Meeting – Not an Assessment Public Hearing

 Introduction to CWC Ditch #13

 Overview of Minnesota drainage law

 Explain challenges

 Answer questions

 Voice public concerns

 Sounding board for County Commissioners – decision makers

 Focus on statutory obligations and facts 

Presenter
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Meeting Purpose – Tim Bray, County Engineer
Petition - 
Information Only – Not public hearing
Never assessed for Ditch 13 work – many have no known association with D13
Commissioner Sounding Board – they have a decision to make
Explain Letter



Agenda

I. Welcome & Introductions – Tim Bray, County Engineer

II. Meeting Purpose – Tim Bray, County Engineer

III. Description of CWC Ditch #13 – Tim Bray, County Engineer

IV. Minnesota Drainage Law Overview - Kurt Deter, Attorney

V. CWC Ditch #13 Challenges – Tim Bray, County Engineer

VI. Decision Points – Tim Bray, County Engineer

VII. CWC Ditch #13 Next Steps– Tim Bray, County Engineer

VIII. Frequently Asked Questions – Tim Bray, Kurt Deter

IX. Public Comment and Q&A - All



Description of CWC Ditch #13

 Construction complete 1907

 Based on petition from residents

 Total cost $5,515.98

 Unknown configuration – Some defined channels 

remain

 Reason for original construction unknown
• Agriculture

• Logging

• Transportation

• Lake Levels

 Original number of parcels in benefitting area = 80

 Current number of parcels in benefitting area = 730+

 Public parcels and State, County and Township level



Description of CWC Ditch #13

 No known records of assessing for CWC Ditch #13 

maintenance. Lost records found.

 Limited maintenance and improvements made over 

the years through donations and partnerships.

 North portion nearly unrecognizable in some 

locations

 Outlet of Lougee Lake

 Outlets to Lake Edward





 South portion has been the focus of 
most concerns

 Outlet of Lake Edward – Weir

 Passes under CSAH 4, CR 127 and 
Train Bell Rd.

 Outlets into North Long Lake

 Beaver dams, aquatic vegetation, 
deadfall, sand plugs etc.

 Number of possible manmade 
obstructions – Driveways, undersized 
culverts

 Hydrological evaluation complete to 
set elevations of current weir and 
roadway culverts. 

Weir location; 
Elevation 1206.7

Description of CWC Ditch #13





Weir location; Elevation 
1206.7





Culvert Elevation Study CWC 
Ditch #13 



CWC Ditch #13 Weir Design



Cost Share Calculations

 Minnesota State Statute 103E prohibits the use of 

general property tax revenue to fund County 

Ditch improvements or repairs. These actions are 

to be funded by revenue collected from the 

properties benefitting from the drainage feature.

 The benefit area of CWC Ditch #13 was 

established around 1907 and has remained 

unchanged since.

 It is acknowledged that several changes have 

occurred since 1907. Roads, land use changes 

and general deterioration of the system.













Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 1907 Assessment included 80 parcels represented in this graphic.



Example: SE1/4 SE1/4

Section 10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
80 parcels in 1907 have become 730 parcels in 2015.



1907 Cost Share Calculation 
SE¼ SE¼ Section 10

0.12%

1907
 40 acres

 One owner – one parcel

 Obligation = 0.12% of initial ditch 

construction

 Obligation = $6.51 of $5,515.98



2015 Cost Share Calculation
SE¼ SE¼ Section 10

2015

 40 acres

 Still 0.12% of future obligation

 19 parcels (3 public, 16 private)

 0.12% ÷ 40 acres = 0.0003% per acre

 0.0003% per acre x 2.94 acres = 0.00882%

 For every $10,000 of total project cost this 

parcel would be responsible for $0.88

 This figure is unique for each of the original 

80 parcels

0.12%



2015 Cost Share Calculation
SE¼ SE¼ Section 10

2015

 Current lots crossing the historic parcel 
boundaries have separate per-acre 
factors applied to the corresponding 
areas.

0.12%

1.26%



CWC Ditch #13 Cost Share 
Calculation

Public parcel cost share obligation for 

entire Ditch #13 = 37.4%

 Lake Edward Township – Roadways and 

parcels dedicated to the public (16.26%)

 Center Township - Roadways and parcels 

dedicated to the public (0.219%)

 Crow Wing County – Roadways and tax 

forfeit properties (5.64%)

 MnDNR – Historic railway properties (15.29%)

0.12%



 Private property cost share = 62.6%

• Range = 0.000049% to 1.91% 

• $10,000 project ($0.01 to $191.00)

 Public property cost share 37.4%

• Range = 0.21% to 16.26%

• $10,000 project ($21.95 to $1626.44)

CWC Ditch #13 Cost Share 
Summary
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Minnesota Drainage Law 
Overview

Presenter
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Drainage Law Governing CWC Ditch #13
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Minnesota Drainage Law 
Overview

I. County Board acts as “Drainage 
Authority” but system is owned by 
the landowners originally assessed 
to construct system.



Minnesota Drainage Law 
Overview

II. Repair
-Means to restore system as                 
nearly as practicable to same 
condition as originally 
constructed subject to:
1.   Efficient Use of Money
2.  Environmental 

Regulations



Minnesota Drainage Law 
Overview

III.  Process for Repair by Petition
1.  Petition
2.  Engineer’s Report
3.  Public Hearing
4.  Assessment of Costs



CWC Ditch #13 Challenges

 No funding to match the authority of County granted by state statute

 Missing records

 Following the law to properly generate the needed revenue is unpopular

 Many in benefitted area are unaware and perceive no connection to CWC 

Ditch #13

Presenter
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Many have no idea that they are associated with Ditch 13 and don’t understand why they should pay.






CWC Ditch #13 Challenges

 Several entities involved that have resources but no authority

 Several regulatory agencies have jurisdiction

 Changing wetland laws and philosophy

 Application of dated public drainage laws may not address this situation well

 Not everyone agrees there is a problem

 Re-evaluating the benefit area may be a “Catch 22”
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Decision Points

 The Crow Wing County Board will be asked to decide whether to begin the 
process of generating ditch repair revenue for utilizing the authority 
granted by state statute.

 Scope of analysis to determine if there is a problem

 Scope of work to address potential problems

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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CWC Ditch #13 Going Forward

 Compile data and provide recommendations to the Crow Wing County 

Board

• Resident survey data

• Public comments

• Others

 County Board decision whether to generate revenue

• Follow state statue

 Develop a new policy regarding county-wide ditch maintenance

Presenter
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At least a maintenance fund through assessments
Develop Official Policy to inspect and account for expenditures




Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ)

Q: Under what authority is Crow Wing planning to take this proposed action?

Q: Why is Crow Wing County doing this now?

Q: Why didn’t I get to see the petition presented to the County Board?

Q: Why doesn’t any reference to this ditch appear on my real-estate 
documents?

Q: My property sees no benefit from CWC Ditch #13, I do no think this we 
should pay for anything related to this drainage feature?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ)

Q: What can be done to redefine the benefiting area?

Q: Can CWC Ditch #13 be abandoned like state statute appears to allow?

Q: Why does the County want to lower Lake Edward?

Q: Is an expensive Engineering study really necessary?

Q: Why can’t Crow Wing County simply do nothing; the ditch has worked fine 
for over 100 years?
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Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ)

Q: Is there an option the minimizes impact on the current environment the 
property owners?

Q: Where can I find more information about County Ditches?

Q: What are the preliminary survey results?
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CWC Ditch #13 Final Survey 
Results 8/10/15
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Results 8/10/15
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CWC Ditch #13 Final Survey 
Results 8/10/15
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CWC Ditch #13 Final Survey 
Results 8/10/15
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Public Comment and Q&A
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