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Parcel ID# 123456789012345 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 

This letter has been sent to you because the property you own, or are associated with, has 

been identified to be within the benefitting area of an official County Drainage Ditch. 

Specifically, your property is one of 730 parcels associated with Crow Wing County Ditch 13. 

Minnesota State Statute 103E requires properties within the benefiting area of an official 

county ditch to be assessed costs related to repairs and general upkeep. The use of county levy 

dollars for these purposes is expressly prohibited by this law. Exemptions only exist when 

conditions pose an imminent threat to public infrastructure such as roads. 

Recently an official petition to repair Ditch 13was filed with the Crow Wing County Board of 

Commissioners.  State law requires the ditch authority to take action to investigate repair 

requests upon receiving them via an official petition. In this case only one signature is 

required. 

The first step is to study the current condition of Ditch 13to determine if it is functioning 

properly. This study may include a determination of its original configuration and the repairs 

needed to restore it. The cost of the initial engineering investigation is anticipated to be 

$25,000. 

The second step will be to ensure that repairs recommended by the study are implemented so 

that the ditch continues to serve its intended purpose. At this point the need, scope and cost of 

future projects is unknown. The potential exists for project s in the range of ten s of thousands 

of dollars. 

After the ditch is repaired, the establishment of an annual ditch maintenance fund is proposed. 

This funding source is intended to provide the needed revenue to properly maintain the Ditch 

13 and protect the investments made to repair it. The intent of the County is create a fund that 

supplies approximately $10,000 annually to conduct routine maintenance activities. 

Minnesota State Statute 103E requires that all costs to study, repair and maintain Ditch 13be 

assessed back to all benefiting property owners. The anticipated one-time assessment for 

parcel #730241302C00009 associated with the initial engineering study is estimated to be 










